
	 Local Rules and Terms of the Competition 
For 2026 WA Golf Championships

The Rules of Golf as approved by the United States Golf Association and The R&A Rules Limited govern play. These Local 
Rules and Terms of the Competition are in effect at all WA Golf Championships and qualifying rounds. See applicable 
championship or qualifying round Notice to Players and Entry Application for modifications or additions to these Local 
Rules and Terms of the Competition. Complete text of the Rules and Local Rules may be found in the Official Guide to 

the Rules of Golf, effective January 2023. 
Unless otherwise noted, the penalty for breach of a Local Rule is the general penalty.

Local Rules

Out of Bounds — Defined by the line between the course-side 
points, at ground level, of white stakes and fence posts. 

When a paved road or curb defines out of bounds, a ball that is on 
or beyond the road or curb is out of bounds even though it may lie 
on another part of the golf course.

Penalty Areas — When a penalty area is defined on only one side, 
it extends to infinity. When a penalty area is connected to the out- 
of-bounds edge, the penalty area extends to and 
coincides with out of bounds.

Ground Under Repair — Defined by white lines. French drains 
are ground under repair.

Ground under repair may include areas of unusual damage, but only 
when so declared by an authorized member of the 
Committee. When immediately adjacent to an immovable 
obstruction, such an area is part of that obstruction.

Animal Near Ball — Model Local Rule E-13 as prescribed in 
Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

Relief from Seams of Cut Turf — Model Local Rule F-7 as 
prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect.

White-Lined Areas Tying into Artificially-Surfaced Roads 
and Paths — White-lined areas of ground under repair and the 
artificially surfaced roads, paths or other identified obstructions that 
they are connected to are a single abnormal course 
condition when taking relief under Rule 16.1.

Integral Objects — Include objects when closely attached to tree 
and boundary objects, and artificial walls and pilings when located in 
penalty areas or in or adjacent to bunkers, and bunker liners.

An exposed bunker liner may be treated as ground under repair 
but interference does not exist if the liner interferes only with the 
player’s stance. 

Wood Chips and Mulch — Are loose impediments.

Temporary Immovable Obstructions — Model Local Rule F-23 
as prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

List of Conforming Driver Heads — Model Local Rule G-1 as 
prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

List of Conforming Golf Balls — Model Local Rules G-3 as  
prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect.

Missing Player or Marker Certification — Model Local Rule L-1 
as prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

Prohibited use of Audio Equipment — Rule 4.3 is modified in 
this way: During a round, a player is not allowed to use an 
electronic device to listen to music or other audio (such as podcasts 
or the like), including by using headphones or earbuds. Penalty for 
breach of Local Rule - see Rule 4.3.

Stopping and Resuming Play — Model Local Rule J-1 as 
prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect. 

All practice areas are closed during an immediate suspension for a 
dangerous situation until the Committee has declared them open. 
Players who practice on closed practice areas will be asked to stop 
practicing; failure to stop practicing might result in 
disqualification.

An immediate suspension will be signaled by one prolonged 
airhorn note.  All other types of suspension will be signaled by three 
consecutive airhorn notes. Resumption of play will be 
signaled by two short airhorn notes.

Practice — Prior to and after a round in stroke play, a player may 
practice on the designated practice areas. Rule 5.2b covering practice 
in stroke play is modified in this way:  A player may not practice 
on the competition course before or between rounds. Penalty for 
breach of Local Rule, see Rule 5.2.

Pace of Play — See separate memorandum to players for pace of 
play policy, when applicable.

Motorized Transportation — Unless prohibited on the entry 
application, players are permitted to use motorized transportation 
for all championships. In cases where motorized transportation is 
prohibited, Model Local Rule G-6 as prescribed in Section 8 of the 
Committee Procedures is in effect and includes the exception that 
always authorizes riding when a player is operating under penalty of 
stroke and distance. 
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Terms of the Competition

Time of Starting and Official Time — A player is at his/her 
starting area when he/she is within the area defined by blue dots and 
sakes with rope surrounding the starting tee. If blue dots and stakes 
with ropeare not not present, the starting area will be defined in 
the Notice to Players. If a player has previously checked in with the 
starter, he/she is still required to be at the starting area at his/her 
designated starting time scheduled by the Committee. The Official 
Time is defined by the clock located at the tee where a player is 
scheduled to begin the round.

Scoring Area — A player has officially returned his/her scorecard 
to the committee fifteen (15) minutes after the scorecard is accept-
ed into the electronic scoring system.  But if a scorecard mistake is 
discovered before it is accepted into the electronic scoring system 
and the player is not in the scoring area to correct that mistake, the
player’s scorecard is returned fifteen (15) minutes after that mistake 
is discovered. The scoring area is defined by chains and stanchions, 
or in their absence, the outside edge of the scoring tent. If a site 
requires different conditions, the scoring area will be defined in the 
Notice to Players.

Code of Conduct — See separate Code of Conduct policy which 
specifies standards of conduct and resulting penalties, including dis-
qualification for serious misconduct violations.

Dress Code — See separate Dress Code Policy.  All players and 
caddies must adhere to the WA Golf and Host Club Dress Code 
Policy through the close of the competition.  Any player or their 
caddie in violation of the Dress Code Policy will not be permitted to 
start the competition.  Violation of the Dress Code Policy during the 
competition may result in immediate removal if not corrected.

Prohibition on Certain Types of Shoes — Model Local Rule G-7 
as prescribed in Section 8 of the Committee Procedures is in effect 
at all Championship sites.

No Show — A player failing to appear for a WA Golf Championship 
without prior notification to WA Golf staff will be suspended from 
all future WA Golf Championships for a minimum of two years.

Unofficial Withdrawal — During play of a WA Golf Champion-
ship, a player needing to withdraw must notify WA Golf staff and 
complete a withdraw form. Players who unofficially withdraw or do 
so without sufficient reason, will be suspended from all future WA 
Golf Championships for a minimum of two years. 

Ties — In gross stroke play events, in the event of a tie for 
champion, a hole-by-hole playoff is used to determine the 
champion immediately following play.

When Competition is Final — The competition is final when 
the trophy has been presented to the winner or, in the absence 
of a prize ceremony, when all scores have been approved by the 
Committee.
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