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11100 Years of Growing the Game

T wo of the most important geographical points in the history 
of golf in the state of Washington are three, maybe four, 
miles apart as the crow flies. Or, for this narrative and to be 

more fitting and majestic, maybe it should be as the eagle flies.
One spot is where educated theories place the first golf being 

played in the state, at the outlet of Sequalitchew Creek into Puget 
Sound, just north of The Home Course near the city of DuPont.

The second spot is a few miles north, but 180 years in the 
future, the site of one of the greatest moments of the history 
of golf in the state of Washington, when the world came to 
Chambers Bay for the 2015 U.S. Open, won by Jordan Spieth on a 
dramatic final day.

Far beyond just those two sites, and for a hundred years now, 
the Washington State Golf Association has been the influential 
leader in the rise of the popularity and the increase in stature of 
the game of golf, touching all four corners of the state, and beyond.

Well, in mentioning all four corners of the state, that might be 
sandbagging a little bit. The southwest corner of Washington is 
more tied in with the city of Portland, so golfers in the Vancouver 
area of Washington are members of the Oregon Golf Association. On 
the flip side though, the northern part of Idaho is more attached 
with Spokane, so golfers situated around Lake Coeur d’Alene and 
beyond are part of the Washington State Golf Association, now 
known as Washington Golf.

It’s all part of one of the most active and accomplished state 
golf associations in the country, and one that has its own intriguing 
history which includes names of superstars such as Babe Ruth, 
Harry Vardon and Fred Couples. As well as a few names not known 
throughout the household – George Holland, John Bodenhamer, Bill 
Mays and Troy Andrew – but just as important for the enjoyment of the 
game by the more than 80,000 members of Washington Golf and the 
golf community as a whole. 

That history easily could go back to 1835 or 1836, according to 
Michael Riste, the regional golf historian from Vancouver, B.C.

Fort Nisqually, an outpost of the Hudson’s Bay Company, was 
established near that Sequalitchew Creek site. Scotsmen were a 
large part of the Hudson’s Bay Company at that time, and initial 
research indicates a crude six-hole layout was fashioned around 
the fort. 

“Wherever the Scots went in the world, the first thing they 
would build was a golf course,” said Riste, the historian at the 
British Columbia Golf House Society.

While any official, confirmed recorded history of golf at Fort 
Nisqually is not available, that is not the case for Tacoma Golf 
Club, formed in 1894 and therefore the oldest club in the U.S. 
west of the Mississippi River. The club at that time was located 
near where the Tacoma Mall now sits, with a Scotsman, Alexander 
Baillie, as its driving force. In 1904, the golf club merged with 
Tacoma Country Club and a golf course was built at its present site 
on American Lake in Lakewood and it became known as Tacoma 
Country and Golf Club.

Customs agents, especially those who didn’t have Scottish 
heritage, didn’t recognize the golf clubs of those days, so 
mashies, niblicks, brassies, spoons and cleeks that were shipped to 
the U.S. from overseas were more often than not just recorded as 
farming implements. 

Within a decade of that move in 1904, Jim Barnes, who 
was born in England and came to the U.S., served as a golf 
professional at Spokane Country Club and then as the head 
professional at Tacoma. Barnes would later become the winner of 
the first two PGA Championships, as well as a U.S. Open and an 
Open Championship. 

Barnes paired with Robert Johnstone, the head pro at Seattle 
Golf Club and later a designer of golf courses in the Northwest, 

Introduction
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In the summer of 1925, the Golfers Magazine Tour brought 

200 golfers from the Chicago area to see the Northwest’s 

beautiful scenery and to compete against local players on the 

region’s finest golf courses. Along with titans of the Chicago 

business world, the tour also included well-known players 

such as Chick Evans, a lifelong amateur who won the 1916 

U.S. Open, two U.S. Amateurs and eight Western Amateurs. 

Other players included 1921 British Open champion Jock 

Hutchison, and Jim Barnes, who worked as a club professional 

at Spokane Country Club and 

Tacoma Country and Golf Club 

before becoming a full-time 

tour professional whose career 

included U.S. Open and PGA 

Championship titles, as well as a 

British Open title in June 1925, just 

prior to going on this tour. 

One of the immediate benefits 

of this tour was the selection of 

Seattle Golf Club as host of the 

1927 Western Amateur, the first 

time this prestigious event was to 

be held in the Northwest. 

These four neighboring houses became the first clubhouse for Tacoma Golf Club in 1894. The property’s owners lived 
in one dwelling and served as caretaker and cook. The other buildings were a club room, a men’s locker room, and a 
women’s dressing room. Tacoma was the first U.S. golf club west of the Mississippi River. 

and faced off against Harry Vardon and Ted Ray in their 
watershed exhibition matches of 1913 that played in front of 
huge crowds in Seattle and Tacoma.

Whether it was Barnes’ victory in the 1916 PGA 
Championship, or possibly Francis Ouimet taking the 1913 U.S. 
Open in dramatic fashion against Vardon and Ray, golf suddenly 
was booming, and that was followed shortly thereafter with the 
need for golfers to find a place to play the game, and then to 
compete against each other.

Tacoma had its country and golf club, and Seattle had the 
Seattle Golf Club, but both facilities were private and there was 
an exploding demand for more golf courses, and at an affordable 
green fee.

According to Northwest golf historian Martin Pool, the idea 
of a municipal golf course in Seattle first arose in 1907. Although 
he wasn’t himself a golfer, Edward C. Cheasty was a member of 
the Board of Park Commissioners in Seattle and he had traveled 
extensively on the East Coast and saw the benefits of golf for both 
the individual citizen and their communities. His idea of Seattle 
building a municipal golf course didn’t generate a lot of interest at 
first, but he wouldn’t give up.

His idea gained some momentum by 1909 with the help of 
Sherwood Gillespy, a Seattle businessman who collected several 
thousand signatures from residents who urged the Board of Park 
Commissioners to examine the idea.

Enthusiasm grew, and by 1913 construction began on an 18-
hole course in the Beacon Hill area of Seattle, and Jefferson Park 
Golf Course opened to the public in 1915.

According to Pool’s research, more than 26,000 rounds were 
played at Jefferson Park during the eight months the course was 
open in 1915. The next year, that number was 50,000, and by 1922 
it had doubled to 100,000. In 1926, by which time the course had 
added a third nine holes, it was up to 174,000.

It was obvious golf was booming, and similar tales can be told 
in Spokane, where a municipal course, later to become known 
as Downriver, opened 1916. And in 1917, Tacoma got into the 
municipal game with the opening of Meadow Park.

And it wasn’t a short-lived building boom either.
With all these golf courses being built, there was a need for someone 

to design them, and some of the best left their marks in Washington.
Arthur Vernon Macan, a transplanted Irishman, got his start 

designing golf courses in 1913 with what was later named Royal 
Colwood in Victoria, B.C., where he lived. The success of that 
effort soon put him in high demand. While designing courses in 
British Columbia, Oregon and California, he was the architect for 
Washington courses such as Inglewood (1920), Manito (1921), 
Chehalis Country and Golf Club (1922), Fircrest (1923), Rainier 
(1923), Glen Acres (1924), Broadmoor (1925) and Gleneagles 
(1927). He would go on to design and consult on courses for 
another 35 years after that.

A traditional Northwest 
reception for the Golfers 
Magazine Tour in 1925

Spectators gather by the 10th tee at Spokane Country Club 
during the Golfers Magazine Tour. 

Downriver Golf Course, Spokane

University of Washington Golf Club
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Washington Golf is the regional arm of the United States Golf Association, and is the governing body of the game in the state. When USGA national 
championships and qualifiers are held in Washington, WA Golf assists in all aspects of the event, providing on-site administration, Rules officials, 
volunteers, promotion and media coverage. When the 2015 U.S. Open was held at Chambers Bay, WA Golf had already been involved in its 
preparation in the few years leading up to it. 

Macan is in the Pacific 
Northwest Golf Hall of Fame, 
along with H. Chandler Egan, one 
of the top amateur golfers in the 
country at the turn of the century 
who relocated to Oregon in 1911 
and continued his distinguished 
playing career. He later went into 
designing golf courses and had his 
hand in Spokane’s Indian Canyon, 
West Seattle Golf Course and 
Everett’s Legion Memorial.

With more places to play the 
game, now it was time for the 
competitive types to see how they 
matched up against other golfers 
across town, and then across the state.

The annual championship of the Pacific Northwest Golf 
Association provided a regional competitive outlet. There were also 
several interclub competitions, including the one between Tacoma 
Golf Club and Victoria Golf Club that started in 1895. Numerous 
towns and clubs had their own championships, even an annual two-
day father-son event at Seattle Golf Club and Jefferson Park.

Still, there was a thirst for more competition within the state, 
and a desire to keep the momentum going. 

That’s where the Washington State Golf Association came in, 
providing a strictly amateur championship in 1922 to coincide with 
the Washington Open for professionals and amateurs.

And in the 100 years since, Washington Golf has developed 
into more than just a way to enjoy competition within golf. It has 
grown because its core mission is to make sure the game stays 
healthy in the state; that more and more people every year have 
the chance to be part of a game that provides exercise, fresh air 
and, most of all, enjoyment. 

The game for a lifetime. 
– Paul Ramsdell

Two events in 1913 helped spur the growth of the game in 

Washington. At the 1913 U.S. Open, 20-year-old amateur Francis 

Ouimet stunned the golf world by beating Harry Vardon and 

Ted Ray in an 18-hole playoff to win the title. At the time, Vardon 

and Ray were considered the best players in the world. 

A month later, the two British golfers came to the Northwest to 

play in a series of exhibition matches against local players. At 

Seattle Golf Club and Tacoma Country and Golf Club, Vardon 

and Ray competed against Jim Barnes, the head professional 

at Tacoma, and Robert Johnstone, the head professional at 

Seattle Golf Club. The matches were watched by large crowds, 

and received major coverage in local newspapers. 

The golf boom was on in the state of Washington. Within three 

months of the Vardon-Ray exhibition in Tacoma, several public 

golf courses were built, making the area the fastest-growing 

region for the game.  

A.V. Macan

Jim Barnes, head professional at Tacoma Country and Golf 
Club, putts on the old 11th green at Seattle Golf Club during 
the 1913 Vardon-Ray Exhibition. Standing lower-left is 
Harry Vardon, with Robert Johnstone (sitting, in white hat).

Ted Ray putting during the Vardon-Ray 
Exhibition at Seattle Golf Club.



“That it will have happy benefits for the club, which holds the state tournament, 
is going to prove a fact, for it will encourage the members that are and it will 
encourage others to join these clubs and take up golf play.”
~ a.s. Kerry, Wsga co-founder, on the neW state amateur 

The Beginning
Chapter 1 1922

Left: The original clubhouse of Yakima 
Country Club, site of the inaugural 
Washington State Amateur and Open 
Championships, held in 1922. 

T hey caught the 8:20 out of Seattle. Night after night, men 
hauling golf clubs boarded the evening eastbound train. They 
didn’t get off until they had crossed the mountains to Yakima. 

In the fall of 1922, these people arrived in the city at staggered 
times to play in one of two tournaments, or both – the Washington 
State Amateur and the Washington State Open – which together 
formed a newly created golf showcase.

More than 80 golfers traveled to this centralized location. 
They checked into one of three local hotels. They registered to 
play at the nine-hole Yakima Country Club, which covered 3,000 
yards and was bordered by apple and pear orchards. 

These eager golfers rode over on the 8:20 train or traveled 
however they could to reach Yakima from Spokane, Walla Walla, 
Bellingham, Vancouver and Aberdeen. Others came from out of 
state – from Portland, from Butte, Mont., and Victoria, B.C. 

The two events were held back-to-back during the week 
of September 25-30. The Open was up first and catered to the 
pros for 72 holes over two days. The amateurs followed with a 
medal round qualifier and three days of match play. Some of the 
amateurs teed it up in both competitions.

While people gathered for golf in Yakima, Babe Ruth was 
all the rage of the faraway sporting world throughout the East, 
his antics seen only in print or on theater newsreels. People 
charted each of the baseball player’s prodigious home runs daily 
and endlessly chattered about anything else he might do. This 
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A.S. Kerry 
Albert S. Kerry made his fortune as a Northwest timber 

baron. He owned and operated a mill that he rebuilt 

multiple times, bought and sold vast acreage and 

constructed a 40-mile railway to reach his forestry holdings. 

Still, all of his professional interests paled in comparison to 

his involvement in his favorite recreational pastime – golf.   

When he wasn’t playing, this Canadian-born man did 

everything he could to promote the game in the Northwest. 

He was one of the founders of the Washington State 

Golf Association, serving as its first president in 1922 and 

supplying the Kerry Cup to the winner. Simultaneously, he 

was president of the Pacific Northwest Golf Association. 

Kerry later became a Western Golf Association board 

member and was instrumental in bringing the first golf event 

of national stature to the Northwest in the 1927 Western 

Amateur at Seattle Golf Club.

Kerry was 72 when he died on April 28, 1939, at a Portland 

hospital. He was stricken with a heart attack while riding a 

passenger train with his daughter from California to Seattle.

At the time of his death, Kerry belonged to Seattle, Rainier, 

Colwood (Victoria, B.C.), Arlington (Portland) and Midwick 

(Pasadena, Calif.) golf clubs, and he held an honorary 

membership from Waverley (Portland).

PNGA supported 9-hole clubs for the WSGA

included the New York Yankees slugger propelling a golf ball 340 
yards back then, an unheard of distance for the 1920s, and that, 
too, made national news.

Washington’s first State Amateur was put together by a 
committee led by A.S. Kerry, president of the Pacific Northwest 
Golf Association and a Seattle Golf Club member. He shared 
this task with W.E. Draper and George Wise, both from Yakima 
Country Club, which made a strong bid for these new events; R.E. 
Peyton of Spokane Country Club; and Homer P. Brown, president 
of Grays Harbor Country Club. 

Kerry not only helped organize the State Amateur, he donated 
a handsome silver cup in his name that went to the winner. As 
he explained it, the event was sorely needed to advance the game 
among the lesser visible clubs statewide and to encourage more 
people to play. Greater interest, it was surmised, also would 
enable nine-hole clubs to expand to 18. 

“It is rare that these smaller clubs, as a club, ever see the star 
players,” Kerry said. “That a state tournament will afford these 
clubs such an opportunity is, of course, evident.”

While the new amateur event was the big lure for its 50 
entrants, it was a half-dozen men who made golf history at the 
Yakima course without swinging a club. Formed as a board of 
directors, they met on the final morning of play to award the 1923 
site to Grays Harbor Country Club in Aberdeen. 

By conducting business, according to news accounts at the 
time, these six people – J.C. Adams of Bellingham Golf and 
Country Club, W.W. Baker of Walla Walla Country Club, Neil 
Jamison of Everett Golf and Country Club, J.P. Kohls of Yakima, 
Alex Rose of Earlington Golf and Country Club, and Grays 
Harbor’s Homer P. Brown – informally created the Washington 
State Golf Association.

The WSGA installed Kerry, the PNGA president, as its first 
chairman of the board, or president, suggesting it would do this 
way thereafter. The fledgling group also agreed to hold its events 
only at nine-hole clubs that were accredited PNGA members until 
the list of Yakima, Walla Walla, Aberdeen, Everett, Bellingham and 

The major regional amateur golf championship in the early 

1900s was the PNGA Amateur Championship, for both men and 

women, an annual championship which began in 1899, the year 

the Pacific Northwest Golf Association was founded. 

The PNGA Championship was conducted only on 18-hole 

courses. Therefore, nine-hole clubs such as Bellingham, 

Longview, Grays Harbor, Earlington, Everett, Walla Walla and 

Yakima had no opportunity to host a major tournament. With the 

encouragement and support of the PNGA, these clubs formed 

the Washington State Golf Association to play a statewide event 

open to all amateur golfers in the state, with the initial idea 

of rotating the championship among the nine-hole courses, 

generating revenue and promotional exposure so that these 

clubs could eventually expand to 18 holes. 

For the inaugural Washington State Amateur Championship in 

1922, the PNGA encouraged many of the PNGA’s star players 

to participate. Bon Stein, winner of the 1922 championship, had 

been the runner-up in the PNGA Amateur earlier that summer. 

1927: WSGA firms up its foundation
A day that started with miserable golfing weather, sheets of rain and 

reportedly 50 mph winds that cut the 36-hole qualifying process down 

to 27 for the Washington State Amateur at Fircrest Golf Club, ended 

with the Washington State Golf Association taking a massive step in its 

formation with the first issuance of dues.

It was a Wednesday night, Aug. 31, 1927, when a meeting was held 

at the Western Bungalow-style clubhouse, open just more than two 

years, with representatives from various clubs from around the state.

It was decided that the host clubs for the state amateurs the first six 

years were handling an unfair share of the financial burden – namely, 

all of it. Therefore, annual dues would be assessed, with 18-hole 

courses charged $15 and nine-hole courses charged $7.50.

With this, the WSGA was able to establish a firm foundation for its 

growth and assist clubs holding future state amateurs.

Harry Andrews of Aberdeen gave what was described as an eloquent 

talk on how smaller cities were entitled to hold the State Amateur, 

and it was decided that the event would switch every year from small 

to large cities and back again. Therefore, Aberdeen’s Grays Harbor 

Country Club, which had been the site of the championship in 1923, 

would get the 1928 event and Seattle’s Rainier Golf & Country Club 

would be the host in 1929.

That night, $157.50 was collected and turned over to Grays Harbor 

CC. And the short-lived tradition continued, whereas a representative 

from the next host club would be elected president of the WSGA, and 

Fred Foster of Aberdeen received that honor. Robert M. Thompson of 

Rainier G&CC was elected vice-president and W.H. Peters of Aberdeen 

became secretary-treasurer.

Also at the meeting, a constitution and bylaws were officially 

approved. And it was decided that to be eligible for the State Amateur, 

a player had to be a member of a WSGA club, although invitations 

would be offered to top-level golfers from outside the WSGA territory, 

a tradition that is still carried on to this day. 

Bellingham Golf and Country Club in the early 1900s.
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Earlington had been exhausted. They would do this to give these 
smaller courses more visibility and attract more golfers to the 
point they could become 18-hole layouts. 

It was later concluded in The Seattle Times that the following 
had taken place: “Yakima was an illustration how the general club 
membership had its first opportunity of witnessing a week of the 
best brand of golf at a very nominal expense. The town enjoyed 
the entertainment and social features that attend a big golf 
tournament, besides seeing golf played as it should be played – or 
can be played.” 

◗  1922 
That first Washington State Amateur went off 
without a hitch, easily fitting into the state’s 
newly arranged sporting landscape. On a 
Wednesday, 50 golfers teed off at Yakima Country 
Club and completed 36 holes of qualifying play. 
They needed just 75 minutes to navigate each 
nine on a lush green layout in an arid climate. 

The field was cut to 32, with eight of the 
remaining players who made it to match play 
hailing from Seattle, including medalist Bronson 
“Bon” Stein. As a sign of things to come, he shot 
rounds of 69 and 70, his 139 topping his next 
closest pursuer by eight strokes. 

Stein was one of the favorites coming in. He was 24, a golf 
equipment salesman, a former caddie and a talented golfer who 
was part of Seattle’s “Big Four” of near unbeatable municipal 
players who were now private club members.

On the first day of match play, Stein eliminated Jack Napier of 
Portland’s Waverley Country Club, 8 and 7, and Cappy Kellison 
from Seattle, 5 and 4. On Friday, he ousted Yakima’s H. Luman, 7 
and 6, and defeated Russell Smith from Waverley, 3 and 2, to earn 
a spot in the weekend final match. 

The championship on Saturday brought together regular 
playing partners in Stein and fellow Seattle golfer Clark Spiers, 
who was another member of that city’s “Big Four” (the others 
were Clare Griswold and Lee Steil). 

Stein didn’t let up against his golf buddy, trailing just once 
before putting him away in 34 holes, 3 and 2. He was so efficient 
in securing the inaugural amateur championship that Seattle 
Times golf writer John Dreher described the man’s performance 
in geographical terms as “one of the most beautiful exhibitions 
of golf ever put on east of Rainier, west of the Rockies and north 
of the Siskiyous.”

Stein’s name was engraved on the Kerry Cup, and the 
Washington State Amateur was considered a success for the 

Washington State Golf Association as it 
emerged in its very infant stages. The victorious 
golfer then hopped on a westbound train to 
take him home.

◗  1923
Eleven months later, Stein did it again. This 
time on the Washington coast, at nine-hole 
Grays Harbor Country Club, the now Seattle 
stockbroker defeated five more challengers 
in match play to successfully defend his State 
Amateur championship. 

In order, Stein fended off Archie Stuart from 
Inglewood Country Club, Leroy Pratt from 
Tacoma Country and Golf Club, Heine Schmidt 

“... The town enjoyed 
the entertainment 
and social features 
that attend a big golf 
tournament, besides 
seeing golf played as 
it should be played – 
or can be played.” 

The Big Four
Clare Griswold, Clark Spiers, Lee Steil and Bon Stein formed the ultimate 

Seattle golf foursome, first as friends and caddies and then as elite players. 

Early in the 20th century, they were the city’s first great golfers, this after 

each of them caddied and observed others hit shots at Seattle Golf Club. 

They would then return to Jefferson Park Golf Course to work on their 

games and try to perfect what they saw others do.

They were dubbed “The Big Four,” but also known as “The Jefferson Kids,” and 

were so good that galleries would follow them around the Beacon Hill course, 

and newspapers would report their scores even when 

they played casual nine-hole rounds. 

Griswold was the first to have success, capturing the 

1919 PNGA Amateur (with Spiers finishing runner-up). 

Stein was the most successful, winning four of the first 

five Washington State Amateurs beginning in 1922, plus 

the 1925 B.C. Amateur and 1927 Western Amateur. Stein 

also won the 1923 Seattle City Amateur. Steil finished as a 

runner-up in several major events, among them the 1926 

State Amateur, losing to Stein.

They would leave the caddie ranks and public golf, and 

most would become members at Seattle Golf Club. 

They would remain unified in their golf pursuits and links 

reputations until Griswold moved to Portland to take a job 

with a glass company and join Portland Golf Club. Stein 

would move to Ann Arbor, Mich. and join the auto industry. 

Steil played decades longer, turning up in Seattle-area 

senior events. Spiers moved to California to play and 

teach golf, but later returned to Seattle as a stockbroker.

The Big Four from Jefferson Park Golf Course, from left to right: Lee 
Steil, Bon Stein, Clare Griswold and Clark Spiers. These four players 
worked as caddies at Seattle Golf Club and honed their games at Jefferson 
Park’s municipal layout. It was not uncommon for private clubs to make 
an area’s better golfers honorary members, and in 1920 Seattle Golf Club 
gave honorary membership to Steil, Stein and Griswold after the quartet, 
representing Jefferson Park, had stunningly won that year’s C.H. Davis Jr. 
Trophy, which had traditionally been won by private club teams. 

Bon Stein

Site of the 1925 Washington State Amateur.
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In 1922, Bon Stein won the inaugural Washington 

State Amateur Championship. He would win four 

of the first five championships. 

Bon Stein
The Seattle native was blessed with a thick build and powerful arms, 

good for driving a golf ball a long way. As a World War I veteran, he 

didn’t let much rattle him. He learned how to play the game at a 

municipal course, Jefferson Park, before joining Seattle Golf Club 

once his game became more proficient. He was part of “The Big 

Four,” who were the best amateur golfers in Seattle, and he often was 

considered the best one of them. 

All of this enabled Stein to not only win the inaugural Washington State 

Amateur held in 1922, but four of the first five championships, in what 

remains the event’s greatest show of dominance. He and Harry Givan 

still hold the record for the most State Amateur victories overall, each 

with four, though Givan’s were spaced over a dozen years.

Born as Bronson and nicknamed Bon, Stein worked as a Seattle 

sporting-goods salesman and a Puget Sound Power and Light 

securities salesman before moving to Michigan in 1935 to join the 

Ford Motor Company and the auto industry. 

Stein, who captured the 1927 Western Amateur held at Seattle Golf 

Club – his greatest golf victory – and played in the 1921 U.S. Amateur 

in St. Louis, lived in Ann Arbor, Mich. for the rest of his life. 

He was 67 when he died on August 29, 1966, from longstanding 

cardiac issues that curtailed his play. He was brought home and 

buried in a North Seattle cemetery, not far from those city golf 

courses he used to regularly master. 

and George Fowler from Grays Harbor, and William Ingham of Des 
Moines, Iowa.

Ingham, 24 and a Harvard University law student, had come to 
the Northwest to spend the summer with his brother in Seattle and 
was coaxed into entering the State Amateur. He wrote home to the 
Midwest to have his clubs shipped out.

The visitor played his way into the championship 
match. Halfway through the 36 holes, Ingham led by three. 
Stein took control when his opponent faltered in the 
afternoon round – he captured four of the first nine holes 
and won convincingly, 5 and 4.

◗  1924
Stein pursued yet another State Amateur championship, 
knowing if he became a three-time winner the Kerry trophy 
was his to take home on a permanent basis, which was his 
goal. He got as far as the final match at Everett Golf and 
Country Club, but he ran into a formidable opponent in Jack 
Westland. The cup wasn’t going out of circulation.

Westland, 19, a University of Washington student and 
an Everett native who grew up playing the course, spoiled 
it for Stein. Teeing off in heavy fog after play was delayed, 
he won 2 and 1 in what came down to a putting contest.

Westland, later a U.S. congressman and a U.S. Amateur 
champion, had a premonition that something like this might 
happen. Seattle Times golf writer Robert Boyce revealed 
that two months earlier the new champion predicted the 
following to him inside the Inglewood Country Club men’s 
locker room: Westland said he would play and beat Bon 
Stein with everything on the line at the State Amateur.

◗  1925
Stein deserved to have the Kerry cup – it just took him 
another year to keep it forever. He won the State Amateur for the third 
time in his fourth try, this one coming at Renton’s nine-hole Earlington 
Golf and Country Club. He left no doubt as to his golf superiority. In the 
final, he crushed Harry Hjert of Inglewood Country Club, 10 and 9. 
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Chuck Hunter (left) and professional golfer Harry “Lighthorse” 
Cooper in the 1920s. Hunter won the 1928 Washington State 
Amateur, and also the B.C. Amateur in 1926 and 1929. He also 
won the Tacoma City Amateur an astonishing 10 times. Hunter was 
inducted into the Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Stein shot an event-record 66 in the morning round, which 
put him on top by an insurmountable seven holes. He drained 
a 50-footer on his second hole. He needed just 12 putts to get 
through his first nine. Someone else would have to sponsor a new 
cup now. This one went home with Bon Stein.

◗  1926
Bon Stein and Lee Steil advanced to the championship match of the 
fifth Washington State Amateur at Inglewood, but there was much 
more to this event than launching tee shots and lining up putts.  

Two days before the final match, golf officials met at the club 
at the northern tip of Lake Washington and determined it was 
time for the Washington State Golf Association to finally become 
an official entity, effective that November. 

Dr. Charles B. Ford and H.A. “Dixie” Fleager accepted new 
roles as president and secretary. They formed a committee to 
draft bylaws, chose permanent officers and selected the 1927 
State Amateur site. 

This organization thereafter would charge clubs for 
memberships in order to pay for the championship and enable 
their golfers to enter it. Events would be held in June, July or 
August and at as many different sites as possible. 

The WSGA was official now. 
On the course, Stein and Steil just as easily could have 

been playing at Seattle Golf Club, where they were members. 
They were two of that highly accredited Big Four, close friends 
and responsible for setting the bar high for amateur golfers 
throughout Seattle.

“They were the new hopes in golf,” John Dehrer of The Times 
wrote during the event. “They helped put golf in Seattle on its 
feet because they were the first to demonstrate the advisability 
of getting golf when young. They fired the imagination of the 
younger generation.”

Both players wore crisp white shirts, ties and plus-fours, with 
Steil throwing in a vest to complete his golf ensemble, and they 
battled each other on a hot day over the hilly and physically 
demanding Inglewood terrain. 

Charles B. Ford and Vera Hutchings Ford
The Washington State Golf Association became a formal entity in 1926, four 

years following its founding, and Charles B. Ford, a Seattle surgeon, took a 

prominent role in carrying this out. 

Ford and H.A. “Dixie” Fleager were installed as president and secretary by the 

state association, respectively, at Inglewood Country Club. They moved fairly 

quickly at the annual meeting that summer to form a committee that drafted 

WSGA bylaws and chose permanent officers. Everything was to be put in place 

by November.  

Ford proved to be one of the region’s more heavily involved golf administrators 

after serving as president of the WSGA, the PNGA, and Inglewood and Seattle 

golf clubs. 

Eight years after the WSGA was formalized, 

Ford married Vera Hutchings in Reno, Nev. 

They were a good match, with both sharing a 

deep passion for golf. The game bonded them. 

Hutchings was an accomplished player, a six-

time PNGA winner. They envisioned spending 

a lot of time playing golf together, but it didn’t 

happen. 

Sadly, six months following their wedding, Ford 

died suddenly at his Seattle home on February 

20, 1934, from bronchial pneumonia. The 

physician’s health had gone into rapid decline 

after he came down with a cold. He was 61. 

Born in Ireland in 1896, the quiet and 
unassuming Vera Hutchings Ford served in 
World War I in the motor transport division, and 
after moving to Canada became an unmatched 
golf champion. She won the PNGA Women’s 
Amateur six times, two Canadian national titles, the Massachusetts 
Women’s Amateur twice, and the 1922 Manitoba Women’s Amateur. She 
was inducted into the Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame in 1991. 
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...Washington State Amateur stubbornly braved the tense times worldwide 
and played through the wartime complications. No interruptions. 

The War Years
Chapter 3 1940O ne by one, golf ’s highest-profile tournaments disappeared 

from view during World War II. The global upheaval 
necessitated it. These events were like wayward tee shots 

that missed everything and sailed deep out of bounds.
All of a sudden, they were gone.
Overseas fighting sent golf championships everywhere into 

hibernation, making them an afterthought as the global conflict raged 
in deadly fashion across Europe and throughout the South Pacific. 

The British Open was the first to go, and would remain out of 
play the longest. Continuous bombing raids kept the countryside 
on edge, though its rotating Open sites emerged largely unscathed. 
Six of those championships were canceled from 1940 to 1945.

The U.S. Open and the U.S. Amateur were pulled from golf ’s 
schedule and shut down from 1942 to 1945.

In 1943, the Masters and the PGA Championship joined them 
on the sidelines. Augusta National Golf Club discontinued its 
showcase Georgia event for three years. The PGA went without 
its rotating-site tournament for just that one summer.

More regional in scope but no less important to competitive 
golfers, the PNGA Amateur, which had run continuously since 1899, 
stopped all competition because of the war. That championship 
went dark from 1942 to 1944.

The Washington State Open became another notable casualty 
on the golf docket. Catering mostly to pros but to amateur 
golfers as well, it was mothballed from 1942 to 1946.

Manpower and wartime materials were the chief reasons. 
People were called off the fairways and sent to the battlefields. 
Travel and gasoline restrictions kept the rest of the American 
public at home. Facing a materials shortage, the military branches 
called for scrap metals to help the war effort and received club 
heads and metal shafts from generous golfers. 

Left: During World War II, thousands of service men and women served in 
or passed through Seattle. Jefferson Park Golf Course was requisitioned 
by the U. S. Army for anti-aircraft batteries, and the clubhouse and 
recreation center were used by military personnel and their guests.
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junior championships, enlisted in the Marines to serve his 
country, reported to the South Pacific and became a war hero. 
But he never made it home. 

He received the Silver Star for demonstrating bravery after he 
was wounded at Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands. He took another 
bullet to the shoulder in Saipan in the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Bert was killed in action by a sniper on Tinian Island in the 
South Pacific. His wartime passing led to 
the King County Public Links Association 
creating the Gerry Bert Jr. Memorial Trophy, 
to be given to the winner of that association’s 
annual tournament. 

As 1940 drew to a close, the WSGA was 
determined to keep the game alive and well 
over the prospect of war. The association 
filed articles of incorporation with the 
Secretary of State. Its organizational 
mission, as stated in the paperwork 

submitted, was two-fold: to conduct the Washington State 
Amateur and promote golf across the state. 

◗  1941
Five months before the U.S. officially entered World War II, Scotty 
Campbell pursued his third consecutive championship at the 20th 
State Amateur at Walla Walla Country Club. Campbell was one of 55 
entries who played the nine-hole course and first-time site.

Campbell emerged as the championship’s first – and still only 
– three-time consecutive champion. He defeated Walla Walla’s 
Bill Korns in the final match, 4 and 3.

It wasn’t easy. Weather savaged the Eastern Washington golf 
course at the outset of the tournament when a blustery thunderstorm 
blew down trees and littered the course with thick branches. 

A blazing sun came out next and Campbell somehow suffered 
severely sunburned hands, requiring him to wear gloves for 
the first time while competing. But nothing could stop him. He 
demonstrated the same crispness in his shots that earlier had 
made him one of the nation’s top amateurs. 

Yet amidst all of this golf curtailment locally, nationally and 
even internationally, the Washington State Amateur stubbornly 
braved the tense times worldwide and played through the 
wartime complications. No interruptions. 

The State Amateur would change its format in order 
to proceed – cutting play from five days to two, limiting 
competition to weekends only and reverting from match play 
to medal play. Yet the championship teed 
it up every summer or fall in different 
locations, providing a constant morale-
booster to counter the continual distress and 
uncertainty of the overseas fighting. 

WSGA president J.C. Baldwin, who played 
out of Seattle’s Rainier Golf and Country 
Club, largely was responsible for keeping the 
state championship alive and intact. In 1942, 
he made an impassioned plea to his board 
of directors that the State Amateur should 
continue to be held during the war without interruption, and it 
was. Baldwin’s efforts were heroic. 

◗  1940
Eighteen months before he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, reported to 
Seattle’s Sand Point Naval Air Base and earned a promotion to chief 
petty officer, Albert “Scotty” Campbell defended his State Amateur 
title at Fircrest Golf Club. He beat Dick Hanen, a 19-year-old 
University of Oregon student, in the championship match, 6 and 5. 

This particular State Amateur was noteworthy because it 
received radio coverage for the first and only time. Local station 
KNI offered match-play scores, updates and highlights, and put 
broadcaster Norm Runyons and Tacoma mayor Harry Cain on the 
air from the course.

The 1940 State Amateur was the only one in which a young 
Gerry Bert Jr. from Seattle would enter because of the war. He 
made it to the quarterfinal round at Fircrest, where Tacoma’s 
Bobby Van De Mark eliminated him, 3 and 2.

Bert, who won a pair of Seattle City Amateurs and numerous 

Scotty Campbell:
Wartime Player
Half of a talented set of golfing brothers, 

Albert “Scotty” Campbell emerged on the 

Seattle scene in 1933 as an affable teenager 

from Jefferson Park Golf Course who could 

really play. 

That year, Campbell, just 19, won the 

Canadian Amateur and the PNGA Amateur, 

competed in the U.S. Amateur Public Links 

in Portland and accepted one of 10 playing 

exemptions to enter the U.S. Amateur in 

Cincinnati, the only Northwest entry. A year 

later, in 1934, he appeared in an exhibition 

with Bobby Jones at Seattle Golf Club.

Campbell captured three consecutive 

Washington State Amateurs in 1939, 1940 and 

1941 – the only player in the championship’s 

history to complete this feat. Twelve others 

won back-to-back titles, but only Campbell 

legged out the triple. 

As World War II set in, Campbell joined the 

U.S. Navy and tried to use military leave 

to keep his game competitive at the State 

Amateur. He finished as runner-up in 1942, 

1943 and 1944. 

Campbell would leave golf as quickly as he 

once embraced it. He gave it his all. He told 

a Seattle golf writer, “I’m through traveling 

all over the continent. I have my future to 

consider and my plans do not include making 

professional golf my career.”

Following the war, Campbell simply drifted 

away from serious golf competition. He was 

65 when he died on Jan. 30, 1978, in Kirkland, 

Wash. In 1987, he was inducted into the 

Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame. 

Scotty Campbell
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At the annual meeting held during the State Amateur, the 
WSGA voted to elect its board of directors geographically to 
bring better golf representation to the entire state. It also 
proposed dropping its simultaneous-site relationship with the 
Washington State Open because the pro event, with war on 
the horizon, had suffered a poor turnout that year. They went 
different directions.

◗  1942
Seven months following the surprise bombing attack on Pearl 
Harbor that swept the U.S. into war, Scotty Campbell was among 
144 golfers who entered the State Amateur at Olympia Country and 
Golf Club, another first-time site. Things were different now. 

In order to proceed, Baldwin, the 
WSGA president, and his board 
reconfigured the event to fit in a 
wartime environment. They decreased 
play from five days to two and 
required that competition be held only 
on Saturdays and Sundays to meet war-
mandated requirements. They changed the 
format from match play to 72-hole stroke play. 

The State Open, which usually preceded this 
event, was discontinued during the war. Because of 
the large number of entries who signed up in 1942, 
the State Amateur was scaled back even more, to 54 
holes, to accommodate all of the players.

Campbell enlisted in the Navy shortly after the attack 
on Hawaii, but he received permission to pursue his 
fourth consecutive State Amateur championship. He 
didn’t win, though. 

Leading from start to finish, Seattle’s Harry Givan 
shot a 6-under-par 210 to topple Campbell by two 
strokes. It was Givan’s second State Amateur victory, 
having also won in 1933.

The WSGA voted at its annual meeting to continue to 
hold the State Amateur unless the escalation of war made 

it too difficult. Baldwin, the president, said the event had been a 
success under trying circumstances, and deserved to play on. 

◗  1943
At the height of World War II, more and more people at home 
found golf as something to take the edge off tough times. The 
State Amateur at Rainier Golf and Country Club in South Seattle 

drew a whopping 201 entries, and play was again reduced to 54 
holes to accommodate everyone.

A young and mild-mannered Harry Umbinetti , formerly a 
caddie champion and now a Seattle shipyard worker, scorched 
the field by shooting 10-under-par 206 on his home course. He 
scored a pair of eagles in one round. Umbinetti finished five 
strokes ahead of regular public links contender Erv Parent and 
the great Scotty Campbell. 

J.C. Baldwin, who was nicknamed Baldy, was retiring as WSGA 
president, but before he stepped down he led a unanimous vote 
at the annual meeting to keep the State Amateur afloat in 1944.

◗  1944
Dealing with the wartime limitations, this event 

represented the longest Washington State Amateur 
ever played in duration – it took eight days to 

determine a winner, start to finish, at Everett Golf and 
Country Club.

Playing 54 holes on the weekend in a 130-player 
field, Harry Givan and Scotty Campbell finished 
tied at 6-under 206 in regulation play, a deadlock 
preserved by the Navy man missing a two-foot 
putt on the final hole. 

With golf not allowed on weekdays due to the 
war, they had to wait until the following Sunday to settle 

things. Givan earned his third State Amateur title by 
shooting a 1-over 73 over the extra 18 holes and winning by 

four shots over Campbell, who was on temporary leave from 
the Navy but soon was headed to Guadalcanal. 

Harry Umbinetti

◗  1945
With World War II winding down, Givan won his second consecutive 
State Amateur, and his third in four years, by dominating the 
216-player field, the championship’s largest 
to that point. The Seattle golfer shot 2-under 
214 at Tacoma Country and Golf Club to top 
Umbinetti by nine strokes.

This was a year of validation for Givan. 
Always an amateur involved in serious 
competition, he entered both the Tacoma 
Open at Fircrest and the Seattle Open at 
Broadmoor, events that brought the nation’s 
leading professional golfers to the Northwest 
to raise charity funds as the war came to a 
close. 

Givan finished as the top amateur in 
Tacoma, staying well within range of winner 
Jimmy Hines and other big-name entries such 
as Jug McSpaden, Ben Hogan, Sam Snead and 
Byron Nelson.

At Broadmoor, Givan did even better 
against the pros – he finished tied for second 
with McSpaden. While both of them finished 
a staggering 13 strokes behind the record-breaking Nelson, who 
carded 21-under-par 259 with rounds of 62, 68, 63 and 66, Givan 

“That was the longest playoff I was 
ever in. I was playing it all week.”
   — harry givan, the 1944 Winner, on Waiting seven days 
to go extra holes because of Wartime restrictions

Harry Givan: Mr. Do Everything
A superb athlete, Harry Givan could play any sport. He turned 

down a professional baseball contract from the San Francisco 

Seals. He was an All-City basketball player in high school. He 

boxed under an assumed name to keep the winnings and not 

lose his amateur standing. 

Yet Givan’s game was golf. For 

years, he was regarded as one 

of the nation’s top amateur 

players and through wartime 

as the best in Seattle. 

He competed in six U.S. 

Amateurs. He captured five 

PNGA Amateur titles. He 

was selected to play in the 

1936 Walker Cup in New 

Jersey. He won the 1936 

Washington State Open 

and 1942 Northwest Open, 

competing against the 

region’s professionals. 

Givan’s first significant 

victory came in 1933 at the 

Washington State Amateur, 

a championship he would go 

on to win a record four times, 

same as Bon Stein. It could have been more, but he played only 

when his business interests permitted it. 

A prodigious hitter, Eastern sportswriters dubbed Givan as 

“The Babe Ruth of Golf,” and locally he was referred to as the 

“Seattle Bomber.” Still, he took his big swings only when it fit 

his schedule. He won three more State Amateurs during World 

War II in 1942, 1944 and 1945.

Rather than chase records or the PGA Tour, Givan became an 

insurance executive and the co-founder of Seattle’s Northwest 

Hospital and Medical Center. In 1970 he was inducted into the 

Washington State Sports Hall of Fame, and in 1978 the Pacific 

Northwest Golf Hall of Fame. He passed away at 88 on Dec. 16, 

1999, still playing, and playing well, late in life.

Seattle’s Harry Givan (left) 
played with professionals Bob 
Hamilton and Sam Snead 
(putting) during a tournament 
at Portland Golf Club in 1944.
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came away with the satisfaction of finishing seven shots better 
than Hogan.

◗  1946
With the world at peace after six long years of conflict, the 
Washington State Amateur was held at Spokane Country Club, and 
its format reverted to match play. Among the overflowing field of 
225 entries was Marvin “Bud” Ward, who was the durational U.S. 
Amateur champion, unable to defend his title for five long years 
because of war.

He was no longer Lt. Ward, stationed in the Second Air Force 
at nearby Fort George Wright, where one of his fellow officers 
was actor Clark Gable. No more photos circulated nationwide 
of Ward, the great amateur golfer who previously was snapped 
mopping barracks floors. For this outing, he was still reclaiming 
his golf shape.

“I’m getting rid of some of that Army starch I larded out 
with,” he said, telling reporters how he’d already dropped a 
dozen pounds over a month. 

In an all-military final pairing, Ward defeated Lt. Ed Jones, 4 
and 3. Jones was a fellow soldier who hailed from Minneapolis, 
played collegiately at New Mexico State and worked out of 
Spokane’s Geiger Field. 

◗  1947
Another player emerging from wartime golf seclusion was Jack 
Westland, which was a good thing. The State Amateur held at 
Inglewood Country Club badly needed a headliner. Citing business 
commitments, Givan skipped the event for the second year in 
a row. Ward, the defending champion, couldn’t make it either, 
choosing to play a national schedule. Even Harry Umbinetti had 
turned professional by now.

Westland, who left the service as a Navy commander at the 
end of 1946, had served in the South Pacific. He told of witnessing 
Kamikaze pilots sinking multiple aircraft carriers.  

With Inglewood all to himself, Westland defeated one-time 
Inglewood club champion Erv Parent in the final match, 7 and 5. 

Bud Ward:  Amateur 
Excellence
After learning how to play in 

Olympia and refining his game 

in Spokane, Marvin “Bud” Ward 

won the U.S. Amateur in 1939 

and 1941, the Western Amateur 

in 1940, 1941 and 1947, the 

PNGA Amateur in 1941 and the 

Washington State Amateur in 

1938 and 1946. He was named to 

two Walker Cup teams, in 1938 

and 1947.

In the 1939 U.S. Open, the 

amateur Ward entered the 

national spotlight when he 

finished one shot out of a playoff, 

which Byron Nelson would win 

against Craig Wood and Denny 

Shute. 

Four Washington-produced 

golfers have won the U.S. 

Amateur – Jack Westland (1952), 

Bill Sander (1976) and Ryan 

Moore (2004) are the others – 

but only Ward has collected 

multiple victories in that national 

championship. 

Ward brought wide shoulders, 

powerful legs and a brutally 

honest demeanor to the tee. The 

latter characteristic didn’t always 

serve him well, especially at the 

1941 U.S. Amateur. 

The golfer simply said the Omaha 

Field Club could have been in 

better shape, but Nebraskans 

took that to mean that he 

considered the course second-

rate. They openly rooted against 

Bud Ward (left) and Wilford Wehrle, 
1942 Tam O’Shanter All-American 
finalists. Ward was crowned champion.

him and kicked his ball during 

the championship round, forcing 

USGA President Harold W. Pierce 

to interrupt play and rebuke the 

gallery while standing on a green 

late in the match. 

A few months later, Ward returned 

to Nebraska to take part in a charity 

event and all ill-will was forgotten.

He would win three Washington 

State Opens (two of them as an 

amateur) and six Northwest Opens 

(five as an amateur). 

Ward became a club professional 

in 1949, and began a stint as a golf 

instructor at Peninsula Golf and 

Country Club in San Mateo, Calif., 

where he remained for the rest of 

his life. He died from cancer on Jan. 

2, 1968, at age 54.

Bud was inducted into both the 

Pacific Northwest Section PGA 

Hall of Fame (1981) and the Pacific 

Northwest Golf Hall of Fame (1979). 

Golf in Relocation Camps
In the United States during World War 

II, about 120,000 people of Japanese 

ancestry, most of whom lived on the 

Pacific Coast, were forcibly relocated 

and incarcerated in concentration 

camps in the western interior of the 

country. Approximately two-thirds of the 

internees were U.S. citizens. 

In 1942, Washington state Japanese 

Americans were held for several months 

at the Puyallup Assembly Center, 

later known euphemistically as Camp 

Harmony. Pictured here is a page from 

the July 18, 1942 edition of a newsletter 

that internees produced. In it is an article 

about a golf tournament the internees 

had organized. It was held in Area A on a 

nine-hole course at the “K and K Kountry 

Klub.” Previous issues tell of a miniature 

golf course nicknamed “The Haba-Haba 

Country Club,” and mention the Jefferson 

Park “par-busters.”

Japanese Golf 
Association
Thomas Masuda (first row, fifth 

from left) was the first president 

of the Pacific Northwest Japanese 

Golf Association, founded in 1936. 

Members conducted tournaments 

in Washington, Oregon and Canada. 

This 1943 photograph was taken 

while he was interned at the 

Poston War Relocation Center in 

Arizona. Masuda, a Seattle attorney, 

had been acquitted on federal 

charges that he was an agent of the 

Japanese government. He was not 

allowed to return to the West Coast 

and settled instead in Chicago 

where he set up a successful law 

firm and continued to be a vigorous 

activist and avid golfer.

Nisei Golf
After World War II, Japanese Americans who had 

served in the U.S. military were not allowed to join 

the American Legion or the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

In response to this, the Nisei Veterans Committee 

was formed on March 25, 1946. The communal club 

was soon holding golf tournaments, as seen here. 

The club is still active today, and its current mission 

is “to preserve and honor Japanese American 

legacies and to provide community programs that 

meet educational, cultural and social needs of the 

broader community.” The club’s legacy of NVC golf 

tournaments has continued as well.

49100 Years of Growing the Game
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Time of Transition
Chapter 10

S ix miles east of Chambers Bay Golf Course and 12 miles north of 
The Home Course, Oakbrook Golf Club sits tucked inside what 
amounts to a Bermuda Triangle. Together, this is a suburban 

Tacoma golf mecca. 
Designer Robert Trent Jones II built Chambers Bay, which opened 

in 2007 and became the first course in the Northwest to host a U.S. 
Open (in 2015); and the Washington State Golf Association and Pacific 
Northwest Golf Association purchased The Home Course, also opened 
in 2007, to create a centralized headquarters and an upscale public 
tournament site. 

That leaves Oakbrook – which opened 
in 1966 as a private country club, hosted a 
Washington State Amateur two years later 
and turned to public play in 2012 – to fill a 
middleman role. 

Oakbrook was responsible for getting 
John Bodenhamer and Troy Andrew so 
interested in golf that they both made 
unwavering commitments to the game as 
dedicated administrators. The Lakewood 
club provided the WSGA and PNGA with 
this twosome that together has turned in 
more than three decades of progressive 
golf leadership. 

Bodenhamer grew up inside Oakbrook’s 
residential community, Andrew just a mile outside of it. Both worked 
in the club’s golf shop, in the bag room, on the maintenance crew and 
on the greens crew.

“He was always someone who saw the big picture, 
who knew relationships with people were critical.”

John bodenhamer on troy andreW

Troy Andrew (left) with Adam 
Gracik, assistant director of 
rules and competition.

2010
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Each learned how to play or refine their golf games at the 
Lakewood course under the direction of the congenial George 
Lanning, Oakbrook’s 11-year PGA head professional who 
ultimately left to play on the senior PGA Tour, and play well. 

Lanning convinced a young Troy Andrew to give up a paper 
route and come work for him at the golf course. Lanning and 
Andrew each were left-handed players, making the young 
newcomer an eager pupil and want to love the game even more. 

Bodenhamer knew the Andrew family so well, parents Bob 
and Susan, older brother Tyler and Troy, he felt he could read 
them like a putt sure to go in. He considered them all longtime 
friends who stood for everything that was right about the game. 

He hired Troy away from the Pacific Northwest Section PGA 
in 1999 to come work for him at the WSGA, to be his understudy 
– and to eventually replace him. 

“He was always someone who saw the big picture, who knew 
relationships with people were critical,” Bodenhamer said. “He 
always did the right thing when nobody’s looking. Those are the 
people who have true integrity.”

Oakbrook effectively connected all of the dots. These guys 
walked the same fairways, then the same hallways. When it 
comes to the right stuff, they speak the same language. 

“Growing up, John was a hero of mine at Oakbrook because of 
his reputation as a player and a person,” Andrew said. “John was 
a big influence for me. He always wanted to do the right thing. It 
was a good handoff.”

Taking over in 2011 after Bodenhamer was hired away by 
the USGA, Andrew has put his own stamp on the multiple golf 

organizations he was asked to run and has ably performed the wide 
range of responsibilities that come with the four-pronged job – 
executive director and chief executive officer for the WSGA, PNGA 
and Pacific Coast Golf Association, and as chief executive officer 
for The Home Course. 

Andrew took it upon himself to make sure the WSGA 
changed with the times and was relevant to all golfers. While the 
organization previously offered a dozen championships to its 
membership, he felt there should be more. He created additional 
events. And then did more than that.

The association hired a consultant and embarked on a five-
year strategic plan, a first for the association. A new mission 
statement was crafted. It better defined who the WSGA was and 
what it should be going forward. 

“Golf for Everyone” became the new WSGA mantra in the 
organizational remake. It offered its members preferred rates for 
travel, equipment and attire. It created a digital golf pass offering 
preferred green fees for members. 

It set up a Youth on Course program that enabled juniors to play 
$5 rounds, making it more affordable for the game’s newcomers to 
get started and build a lasting connection to the sport. 

“Golf for Everyone” became the new WSGA 
mantra in the organizational remake.

One of WA Golf’s new initiatives was implementing 
Casual Golf Days, enabling members to play premier 
courses at preferred rates for one-day events.

Identity Shift
In 2019, Andrew took the then 97-year-old organization another step, overseeing 

its rebranding. The association introduced a new website and a new logo. It also 

changed its name, to drop any formalities and be approachable for all – Washington 

Golf. More concise, less formal, friendlier yet. 

It was felt that the average player more often looked at the original name 

and thought it sounded so formal that his or her game had to be at a higher 

proficiency to become a member and share in the benefits. But that wasn’t the 

case at all, so a change needed to be made.

“We looked at our identity,” Andrew said. “How could we be more relevant and 

inviting to all types of golfers? The name was an obvious change.”

It expanded its Casual Golf Days, where any member can sign 
up and play the state’s premier golf courses, with six or seven 
group outings per year. 

“That’s been my major focus,” Andrew said. “We had to be 
more inviting to all types of golfers.”

Where Bodenhamer oversaw the rapid rise in popularity of 
the game in the late 1990s and early 2000s, he also witnessed the 
falloff in the game that began in 2008, prompted by a recession. 

Andrew, by waiting out this storm and initiating many of 
the new options of member benefits and access, has helped the 
WSGA re-establish itself as a leader in the golf community and be 
at the forefront of the game’s recent growth. 

The COVID-19 pandemic that shook the globe in 2020-2021, 
disrupting so many lives, ironically gave the game a boost because 
golf was seen as a safe outdoor activity for people. New players 
picked up the game in record numbers. Golf only stood to get 
stronger moving forward. 

“I think Troy has put together an organization that really 
meshes well together,” said Gary Rees, the WSGA president in 
2004-2005 who has served the association in some capacity for 
four decades. “His organizational skills are really first class. He 
runs a good meeting. He asks questions and listens. He’s able to 
maintain a budget.”

Rees credits Andrew with building a strong team to 
support him, a full-time staff that, as Andrew states, runs 
“lean and mean.”

Bodenhamer saw in Andrew someone as devoted to the 
golf industry as he was. He never had to worry about the 
other guy’s dedication to the game. They formed a mutual 
admiration at that same starting point, at the neighborhood 
club in Lakewood. Golf reeled them in and wouldn’t let them 
go, and they gladly gave themselves to it.

“I’ve been working since the day I stepped into that Oakbrook 
golf shop,” Andrew said. “I’ve always had a golf job.”

Troy Andrew reveals the new WA Golf logo to the board of directors in 2019.
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Men’s Amateur Results 

◗  2010
Jeremy Wendelken, an unheralded Division II player from 
California’s Sonoma State University, outplayed the larger-school 
collegians and took a three-stroke victory at White Horse Golf 
Club in Kingston, a new site. Wendelken, 20, a local player from 
Sammamish, finished as the only golfer under par, shooting 
rounds of 71, 73, 72 and 70 for a 2-under 286. Finishing second was 
Tacoma’s T.J. Bordeaux, a University of the Pacific player.

◗  2011
Olympia golfers Jarred Bossio and Andrew Perez finished 1-2 in the 
90th Washington State Amateur, with Bossio taking a four-stroke 
victory at McCormick Woods Golf Club in Port Orchard. Perez, 
who played at the College of the Desert, opened as the first-round 
leader at 7-under 65. Bossio, a University of Idaho golfer, was a 
better finisher with rounds of 72, 70, 67 and 71 for an 8-under 280.

◗  2012
The University of Washington’s Chris Williams, who a year later 
became the No. 1-ranked amateur in the world, was a dominant 
State Amateur champion at Eagles Pride Golf Club at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord. He won by 10 strokes over Nick Varelia. Williams, 
from Moscow, Idaho, shot 13-under 271 on the layout formerly 
called Fort Lewis Golf Course, which had previously hosted this 
championship in 1983 and 1999. He would later play professionally 
in Canada and Latin America before accepting a job as assistant 
golf coach at Marquette University in 2019.

◗  2013
Olympia’s Cameron Peck was the only par shooter at this State 
Amateur, winning by five strokes at a blustery Chambers Bay 
Golf Course that had hosted the U.S. Amateur three years 
earlier and would welcome the U.S. Open two years later. Peck, 
an All-American at Texas A&M, led by eight strokes entering 
the final round and battled the cold and windy conditions to 

Joe Highsmith

Jeremy Wendelken

Jarred Bossio

Chris Williams

Cameron Peck

shoot 6-over 78, leaving him at even-par 216. It was his first high-
profile victory since winning the 2008 U.S. Junior Amateur. This 
year marked the conversion into 54-hole stroke play after 48 years 
of 72-hole competition. 

◗  2014
Tyler Salsbury, a UW golfer from 
Enumclaw, held on to beat Husky 
teammate Frank Garber and Cole 
Lorenzo of Lewis-Clark State by a shot 
at Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla, 
another first-time site. Salsbury turned 
in rounds of 68, 70 and 71 for a 4-under 
209. He later turned pro and joined 
Canada’s Mackenzie Tour.

◗  2015
Charles Kern pulled off one of the 
State Amateur’s biggest comebacks in 
event history, overcoming an eight-
stroke deficit with 16 holes remaining 
to beat Joe Harvie by a shot. Kern, from 
Mercer Island and a recent William 
& Mary graduate, won the event on 
the 18th hole when Harvie, from 

Seattle University, double-bogeyed at 
Suncadia’s Rope Rider course in Cle 
Elum. In windy conditions, no player 
broke par, with Kern turning in the 
low score at 2-over 215. He later joined 
Canada’s Mackenzie Tour.

◗  2016
Chase Carlson won the longest playoff in 
State Amateur history with a birdie on the 
sixth extra hole at Tacoma Country and 
Golf Club, where he had played as a junior 
member. He beat Derek Bayley, who missed 
a five-foot putt to try to extend the playoff. 
Carlson, who played for Colorado Christian 
University, and Bayley, who competed for 
WSU, both shot 6-under-par 210 to move 
to the extra holes. 

◗  2017
Becoming the youngest winner in 
State Amateur history, 17-year-old 
Joe Highsmith of Tacoma posted a two-stroke victory at the 
Tumble Creek Club in Cle Elum. Highsmith, who had accepted 
a Pepperdine University golf scholarship, surpassed former UW 
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player Ted Himka and PGA Tour legend Fred Couples as the 
event’s youngest champion – the others were 18. A left-handed 
player, Highsmith shot rounds of 70, 65 and 70 for an 8-under 
205 at the first-time site.

◗  2018
In a match-up of Tacoma golfers, RJ Manke outlasted Michael 
Almonte by two strokes at Gamble Sands in Brewster, yet another 
new site. Manke, from Tacoma Country and Golf Club, shot 
rounds of 67, 64 and 64 for a 15-under 195 total. Both played high 
school golf for Bellarmine Prep, but graduated in different years.

◗  2019
Reid Hatley provided the most electrifying finish in 98 years of State 
Amateur play by sinking an 80-foot eagle putt to beat John Sand 
on the first playoff hole at Pullman’s Palouse Ridge Golf Club. Both 
shot 9-under-par 201 to force a playoff. Hatley, 38, of Hayden Lake, 
Idaho, was a former University of Arizona standout who owns a golf 
accessory manufacturing business. He was named the WA Golf Men’s 
Mid-Amateur Player of the Year six consecutive years (2015-2020).

◗  2020
With birdies on two of the final three holes at Chambers Bay, 
Redmond’s Sean Kato finished strong to win the 99th State 
Amateur by a stroke over Brian Humphreys of Vancouver. 
Chambers Bay was the host site for the second time in eight years. 
Kato, who played for Oregon State University, was a wire-to-wire 
victor, with rounds of 65, 69 and 73 for a 9-under 207. 

◗  2021
In the historic 100th Washington Men’s Amateur, held on the 
Olympic Course at Gold Mountain in Bremerton, RJ Manke made 
history all on his own by becoming the first player in 52 years to 
win more than one title in the championship. With scores of 66-
67-68, Manke dominated the field, finishing seven shots ahead of 
second-place finisher Jordan Lee, whose course-record-tying 63 
in the final round wasn’t enough to catch Manke. RJ also won 
this title in 2018, and not since Don Scott won back-to-back 
titles in 1968-1969 had any player won more than one title. 
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COVID and the Golf Boom
A funny thing happened on the way to a 

pandemic. When COVID-19 hit in early 2020, 

golf courses, along with most other businesses 

in Washington, shut down completely for five 

weeks, and when they re-opened, it was only 

under very strict guidelines. The economic 

predictions were dire. 

As a leader in the Golf Alliance of Washington, a 

group of industry associations which advocates 

for the golf community, Washington Golf was 

in constant communication with the Governor’s 

office, lobbying on behalf of golfers and golf 

courses throughout the state. 

Golf, rightfully, was finally deemed a safe and 

healthy outdoor activity. And people, hungry 

for activity and any sense of normality during 

uncertain times, flocked to the game in record 

numbers. The golf industry experienced a 

boom of nearly historic proportions. 

The WA Golf Youth on Course program, which 

provides $5 rounds of golf to kids age 6-18 at 

participating courses throughout Washington, 

had a terrific year. For harried parents trying 

to figure out what activities were safe for 

their kids during school closures caused by 

the pandemic, the program was an easy fix 

for the problem of what to do with kids who 

suddenly had a lot of time on their hands. In 

2020, membership in the program jumped to 

over 5,600 members, who played over 25,000 

rounds (compared to 2019, which saw 3,600 

members and 8,500 rounds played). 

(According to the National Golf Foundation, the 

golf industry saw an increase of half a million 

junior golfers in the U.S. by the end of 2020.)

In 2020, Washington Golf members posted 

1,524,204 rounds, an increase of 22.8 percent 

over 2019.

Golf equipment sales for 2020 were up a 

staggering 42 percent over 2019, with retailers 

showing record number sales of starter-sets for 

first-time players. 

Women’s Amateur Results

◗  2010
Just the second multiple winner in this championship, 
Pamela Burneski successfully defended her title at The 
Cedars at Dungeness, beating Simone Strauss on the second 
playoff hole with a par. Both shot 4-over 220. Burneski 
played for Indiana University and later became an attorney 
in Michigan.

◗  2011
Silverdale’s Erynne Lee earned a 2-shot victory over her 
sister Katie Lee, and also Krista Rue of Gig Harbor, shooting 
3-under 213 at The Home Course. Erynne played for UCLA 
and later qualified for the LPGA Tour and Symetra Tour.

◗  2012 
Karinn Dickinson, from Mukilteo and the UW, won by seven 
shots over Tukwila’s Mallory Kent, finishing at 11-over 230 at 
Rainier Golf and Country Club. 

◗  2013
Mallory Kent, a WSU junior, went from runner-up to 
winner, beating two players by a shot and finishing at 8-over 
224 at Federal Way’s Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club. 

◗  2014 
Jordan Ferreira, 19 and a Notre Dame sophomore from 
University Place, won by four shots over Alivia Brown at 
Port Ludlow Golf Club, finishing at 1-under 215. Jordan 
would later attend the UW medical school.

◗  2015
Alivia Brown, a WSU sophomore, went from runner-up 
to champion by beating Cherokee Kim by eight shots and 
finishing at 3-under 213 at The Cedars at Dungeness. Brown 
later competed on the Symetra Tour.
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